
Must Read 
Bloom’s Reading Room

WELCOME AP LANG’ers!

Political 
Speeches
 Click here for 
options.

https://flatbush.zoom.us/rec/share/__1qcanf6ExLbKfi4n_QQJIvO7v-X6a81CUW_vQMzkt1kqaFQuLwiipjlPqb6C_e
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/just-mercy-bryan-stevenson/1120199052?ean=9780812984965
https://www.americanrhetoric.com/newtop100speeches.htm


Dear A.P. English Language and Composition Student,

You have elected to take a most exciting class this year, which requires a great deal of dedication and effort. 

Please scroll down for the summer reading assignments for this course. Read the material carefully before 

beginning the assignments. If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to email me. Be sure to complete all the 

assignments by the end of the first week of school. Assignments in this class are only accepted on or before the 

due date.

By preparing in advance, you will enhance the possibility of achieving a score of 4 or 5 on the A.P exam, as well 

as easing the burden of the heavy reading necessary for this college-level class. Don't forget that you will have 

other responsibilities during the coming year, but not to the exclusion of your obligations for this class. The 

more you read, the better reader you will become. Have a well-deserved rest and a great vacation!

Sincerely,

Mica Bloom

English Department Chair

mbloom_te@flatbush.org



ASSIGNMENT 1:

Before you begin to read the novel Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson this summer, please carefully read and 
study the information below. We know people read for many reasons, and enjoyment is not the only reason. 
Different texts have merit, and their authors wrote them with heart. Leaving yourself open to enjoying, 
understanding, and learning from what they have penned is important!

1)  Print out and carefully read the PDF article, “Interrogating Texts: 6 Reading Habits to Develop in 
Your First Year at Harvard.” Annotate the article as you read it, following the tips provided in the 
article for annotating, marking ideas and concepts that are important and making notes in the margins. 
 
After reading the novel, answer the questions on the following page. Response must be in your own words 
and all references to the text (Just Mercy) cited appropriately (MLA). This is an individual assignment. Your 
answers should NOT exactly match another student. Plagiarized work (stealing the ideas or words of 
another) will result in a ZERO on this assignment for all students involved. This is your first chance to show 
your best writing. There should be no spelling or grammatical mistakes on your paper. This is the place for 
formal diction (no slang). This should be final-draft quality. Type your paper in a size 12 easy-to-read font 
(ex. Times New Roman or Georgia). 

 

 
  

 

https://www.binghamsplace.com/uploads/4/8/0/5/4805013/harvard_article_on_reading.pdf
https://www.binghamsplace.com/uploads/4/8/0/5/4805013/harvard_article_on_reading.pdf


A. Stevenson writes that injustice occurs when “we allow fear, anger, and distance to shape the way we treat the most 
vulnerable among us.” As you begin your last years of high school and prepare for your collegiate studies, how will 
you get close to the issues that are most important to you? Discuss an issue that is important to you and argue why 
society should be also be concerned. Be sure to explain how you will “get close” to the issue yourself.  (minimum of 
600 words)

AND

B. Choose three “most” passages: 

1. The most purposeful 2. The most well-written 3. The most impacting 

Identify each passage. Make notes to reference the page numbers where the passage begins and ends. Be prepared 
to defend and explain your choices in small groups and whole class discussion. You will be expected to read a brief 
excerpt of the passage, explain which “most” category it fits into and why. In your explanations, consider how the 
passage further develops the author’s story and how it develops the summer unit theme of identity. Assessment will 
be based on your ability to demonstrate knowledge of the book based on your explanations of the passages in group 
discussions. 

 



Assignment 2: 

READ: ”Politics and the English Language" by George Orwell 
http://www.resort.com/~prime8/Orwell/patee.htm

Stacy Tartar Esch summarizes Orwell's text by writing: "In 'Politics and the English Language’ we are asked 
to consider the connection between corrupted (and corruptive) language and political 
manipulation....Specifically, we are asked to consider whether 'ugly' language (defined as staleness of 
imagery and lack of precision) contributes to muddy or 'foolish' thinking. Orwell believes it does, although the 
process is anything but simple. Political and economic pressures produce ugly language, which then 
produces foolish thinking; but then, foolish thinking produces even uglier language, and the cycle continues. 
For Orwell, this was not a purely philosophical or academic problem; the essay moves towards a position 
which links the degeneration of language with the rise of totalitarianism and focuses on "his conviction that 
danger resides where people turn from clear thinking and blindly follow orthodoxies." 

Orwell creates this purpose by focusing in on the types of language manipulation which he views as 
problematic. He even goes so far as to quote examples of the types of language he is explaining.

http://www.resort.com/~prime8/Orwell/patee.htm


Character Analysis of a Politician Based on George Orwell’s “Politics and the English Language” Your 
assignment is to explore the validity of Orwell's claims about language in regard to political language. Choose 3 issues 
from Orwell's piece. You want to be certain that you have a full understanding of each one that you choose. Locate and 
analyze 1 famous political speech or written statement of at least 350 words for each of the language crimes you have 
chosen. 

• 1 piece per language crime (3 in total) 

OF THE THREE: 

• 1 piece must be from a U.S. politician who has been in the limelight from 1970-2000. 

• 1 piece must be from a U.S. politician who was in the limelight from 1950-1970. 

• 1 piece must be from a politician who is not from the United States, from any time period. 

For each piece you will: 

• Annotate the speech for the language crime which has been most frequently committed. 

• Then, write a brief explanation (minimum of 150 words) of how these offenses weaken the effectiveness of the 
piece.  You may also discuss how these weaknesses are used to strengthen the piece.



Here are Orwell's rules...just in case: 

• Never use a metaphor, simile, or other figure of speech which you are used to seeing in print. 

• Never use a long word where a short one will do. 

• If it is possible to cut a word out, always cut it out. 

• Never use the passive where you can use the active. 

• Never use a foreign phrase, a scientific word, or a jargon word if you can think of an everyday English 
equivalent. 

• Break any of these rules sooner than say anything outright barbarous. 

THIS ASSIGNMENT IS ABOUT LANGUAGE CRIMES, NOT YOUR POLITICAL VIEWS! 


